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To our honoured guests

With grateful thanks, I would like to extend all of you a warm
welcome to Hokkaido.

I proudly present you with these gifts all of which represent
Hokkaido.

These coffee cups are handcrafts of a ceramic artist based in Bier,
where the temperature often falls to —20°C, making use of the

utterly freezing climate.

I would also like to present you with this tapestry. decorated
with the traditional embroidery of the Ainu who are native to
Hokkaido and their traditions are beautifully expressed in its

design. 7 craftswomen carefully handcrafted each piece of them.

I am grateful if you would keep these articles close to you so that
they will remind you of the beauty of nature, and of the warmth

of the loeal people in Hokkaido.

The people of Hokkaido including myself are sincerely looking

forward to having you again in Hokkaido.

TAKAHASHI Harumi
Governor of Hokkaido
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